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Caprine-Shaped Bronze Ornaments in Bronze Age
Northeast Asia

Kim, Dongil (Former Academic Research Professor,
The Institution for Marine and Island Cultures, Mokpo National University)

ThlS study examines caprine-shaped bronze ornaments from Bronze Age Northeast Asia
by establishing criteria for data reliability and iconographic identification and by comparing
the materials according to cultural affiliation, chronology, object type, archaeological context,
and mode of attachment.

The analysis shows that caprine-shaped bronze ornaments are found primarily in
pastoral-nomadic cultural contexts. In the Upper Xiajiadian Culture, caprine imagery appears
on several object types, whereas in the Yuhuangmiao Culture it is concentrated on button
and belt ornaments. Its form also corresponds to object type and mode of attachment, with
full-bodied profile representations occurring mainly on pendants and belt ornaments and partial
frontal representations on hairpin terminals and button ornaments.

Chronologically, caprine imagery appears on the hilt terminals of Karasuk knives and daggers
in the twelfth—eleventh centuries BCE. In the Upper Xiajiadian Culture of the ninth—eighth
centuries BCE, this earlier terminal tradition continued alongside hairpin terminals, full-bodied
ornaments, and pendants. In the Yuhuangmiao Culture of the seventh—fifth centuries BCE,
caprine imagery was selected within an established system of zoomorphic dress ornaments,
particularly on button and belt ornaments.

The selection of caprine imagery was also related to subsistence environments. In the
pastoral-nomadic cultures examined here, the husbandry of caprines, including sheep and goats,
was closely connected to everyday subsistence. Repeated observation and recognition of these
animals may have provided an experiential basis for representing their distinctive features in
bronze ornaments. Across different periods and cultural settings, recognizable features such
as curved horns and head forms were repeatedly depicted, while the imagery was reconfigured
according to the object types and systems of dress and ornament in each culture.

Caprine-shaped bronze ornaments can therefore be understood as evidence for examining
how people in Bronze Age Northeast Asia perceived caprines and expressed those perceptions
through material culture.

Key Words : Caprine-shaped bronze ornaments, Animal imagery, Bronze ornaments,
Upper Xiajiadian Culture, Yuhuangmiao Culture
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